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Retired Professor with Deep Ellendale Roots 
Invests in His Home Community 


Ken Smith, Dickey County Leader 

“This new book is terrible. It’s full of 
errors.” So complained Daniel Schneck, 
Professor of Business Math at San Joaquin 
Delta College in Stockton California, in a 
call to Prentice-Hall Publishing. Schneck 
had reviewed the original Prentice-Hall text 
while vacationing with his family at Lake 
Tahoe. The publishers listened to his criti- 
cism. They asked him to detail the errors 
and send in some of his own work. He did. 
The company liked that work so much that 
they asked him to write a replacement book. 
So he did. Daniel J. Schneck’s Electronic 
Business Machines Calculation became a 
bestseller, and its three editions proved lu- 
crative for both publisher and author. His 
last royalty check arrived in last year, mark- 
ing an unusually long (twenty-year) life 
cycle for a business textbook. 

Schneck invested royalties from Elec- 
tronic Business Machines Calculation with 
the same level of talent that made him a su- 
perb accountant and teacher. The earnings 
provided a comfortable life for a man who’d 
grown up poor. “My parents never owned 
a home or a vehicle,” he noted, recalling 
Ellendale life in the 1930s and 1940s. His 
father was a house painter, and served as 
superintendent of buildings and grounds at 
the “N.I.” (Ellendale’s State Normal and In- 
dustrial College). But the youngster aimed 
high. Now in his latter years, he has become 
a major donor to Trinity Bible College. 

Schneck’s most recent gift to Trinity, 
made last October, is a six-figure donation 
to help renovate the men’s dorm and buy 
new furniture for the Student Center. Like 
his previous gifts, this one was given in the 
memory of his father, whose name was also 
Daniel. Driving past the dorm, which lies 
near the east end of Main Street, one can 
now see the name “Daniel Schneck” along 
with “Kesler Hall” in metal lettering. The 
“Kesler” lettering recognizes the dean who 
led the school in its earliest years. The 
“Daniel Schneck” portion recognizes both 
the donor and his hard-working father. In- 
side the TBC Student Center, one can see 
an array of new furniture, all of it newly 
purchased through Jay’s Hi-way Furniture, 
a family business founded fifty years ago by 
Schneck’s uncle and close friend Jay Ken- 
dall. 

Schneck sat down at the Coleman Muse- 
um last October for an oral history interview 
detailing his personal story. He noted that 
he’d long been recognized as a math whiz. 





Teachers and friends in his home town of 
Ellendale North Dakota, where he was born 
in 1930 and lived until 1952, knew he was 
smart. “I thank the Lord often because of 
what he put between my ears,’ Schneck 
said. “It made high school and college quite 
easy.” Schneck recalled mentors E.C. In- 
gvalson, superintendent of the Ellendale 
Schools from 1933 to 1954, and Mina On- 
srud, a superb English and drama teacher 
who dispensed deep literary wisdom and 
high academic discipline at EHS from 1932 
to 1962. Schneck lived a block south of the 
Methodist Church on Main Street (whose 
building has in recent years housed a day 
care) and he was a faithful member. He 
even rang the church bell at 9:00 and 11:00 
each Sunday all during his high school 
years. The church, he said, deserves much 
credit for helping instill the values that still 
guide his life. 

Schneck also recalled the jobs that fund- 
ed his education at the NI. Ralph Clark, 
owner of the Gambles 
Store on Main Street, 
hired him for sixty cents Jee’ 
an hour. Then the Kee | 
Brothers Ford dealership, 
on the recommendation fy 
of NI professor O.C. pa. 
Banks, hired him for 75 ge 
cents an hour for a 23 Wo 
hour a week job as book- Mei 
keeper and accountant. fi 
Accounting was easy for I 
Schneck. But the work at BAY 
Kee Brothers convinced 
him he’d be much hap- 
pier as a teacher than as 


an accountant. So after leaving Ellendale — 
and following an assignment in the army as 
a top-level G-2 intelligence analyst in San 
Francisco —he pursued graduate work in the 
education field. 

Schneck served with great success in 
high school teaching and administration, 
and then in college teaching in the pleasant 
environs of Southern California, where he 
fully realized the benefits of his talents and 
interests. He and his wife (who is recently 
deceased) even published a book called 
Family Treasures that outlines the basics for 
running an emotionally, spiritually and eco- 
nomically sound household, and for meet- 
ing life’s challenges from birth to death. 
Currently retired in Oregon, he looks back 
on his life with satisfaction. He hopes that 
the name on the dorm at TBC will remind 
people of his father’s service and dedica- 
tion, and of his own commitment to the val- 
ues and opportunities that have made his life 
so rewarding. 





